“The Constitution is not an instrument for the government to restrain the people, it is an instrument for
the people to restrain the government — lest it come to dominate our lives and interests.”
- Patrick Henry

As a culminating, end of the year activity, you will be researching a historical or current issue as it relates
to the Constitution and use this information to give a persuasive PowerPoint presentation.

Requirements
e Research note cards
PowerPoint—submitted to teacher prior to presentation
Speech note cards
Graphic Organizer
Works consulted— at least four sources (printed copy)

Thesis Statement Choices

1. Take a position on the issue of The Right to Die as it relates to individual rights and the common
good. Should physicians be required by law to help terminally ill patients who have a strong desire
to end their lives? Is physician assisted suicide ethical? How is terminally ill defined?

Thesis: | believe that The Right To Die is/is not ethical because ,

Everyone is guaranteed civil rights under the 14" Amendment

Competent people should have the right to choose death

Physician assisted suicide is a compassionate response to unbearable suffering

Many people feel taking of a life is morally wrong

Burdened family members may abuse the right to death by encouraging the option over life
Physicians pledge to not harm patients (Hippocratic Oath)

Physicians may make mistakes in terminal diagnoses

Many laws include safeguards such as waiting periods, family notification, and in put from
multiple physicians



2. This thesis statement takes the position that the Indian Removal Act violated numerous principles of
the Constitution. For a call to action think about how the Indian Removal Act relates to current
events such as private property rights. How? Why?.....

Thesis: The Indian Removal Act of 1830 violated the United States Constitution
because , ,

¢ Indians were forcibly removed from their lands (John Ross & Principles of the Constitution # 7
- Individual Rights and Amendment s 4, 5& 9)

e Andrew Jackson did not uphold the Supreme Court’s decision (federal government versus
state government) (Federalism, Article 3, Sections 1&2)

¢ Individual economic interests ( great farm land, and found gold on land) versus Indian rights
(Article 3, Sections 1&2, Amendment 5)

3. Which aspect of the first amendment to the Constitution is important to you and your community?
Include one aspect of the first amendment and use research to state how it relates to one
democratic ideal and one constitutional principle. (Freedoms of speech, press, and religion)

Thesis: | believe that the freedoms of speech, press, and religion are the most important rights of
Americans because , ,

4. Take a position on the issue of the death penalty as it relates to one democratic ideal and one
constitutional principle. Is the death penalty cruel and unusual punishment? Should the death
penalty be legal in the United States?

Thesis: | believe that the death penalty is/is not appropriate punishment in the United States
because , , .

e Victi ms’ right sand9s ee Amendment s 8

e Expense to state

e Deterring( discouraging) criminals

e  Cruel and unusual punishment

o Disrespect for human life

5. Take a position on the issue of gun control as it relates to one democratic ideal and one
constitutional principle. Was it the intention of the Second Amendment to give all citizens the right
to own any type of weapon? Do gun control laws prevent crime?

Thesis: | believe that gun control is/is not necessary in the United States because. ,
e Increase or reduction of deaths from guns —(compare/contrast to other countries)
e Accidental deaths
e Sports and Recreation
e Effective means of self-defense
e Amendment 2- Right to Bear Arms




6. Take a position on the issue of corporal punishment as it relates to one democratic ideal and one
constitutional principle. Should the Constitution have an amendment banning corporal punishment
nationwide? How are students and schools impacted by corporal punishment?

Thesis: | believe that corporal punishment is/is not appropriate to use because ,
e Cruel and unusual punishment
e Fear in school/home
e Does/Does not change behavior
e Use in judicial, domestic, or school environments

7. Take a position on the issue of search and seizure as it relates to one democratic ideal and one
constitutional principle. Should teachers, principals, and other school staff members be allowed to
search a student’s belongings without his/her permission? Should police be allowed to search
homes, cars, and other private property without authorization?

Thesis: | believe that search and seizure is/is not ethical because , ,

e Everyone is guaranteed privacy (Amendment 4)

e Probable cause — criteria

e Search warrants needed before a search takes place

e Use of computers and personal privacy in school and workplace

8. There are several social issues catching national attention today, many of which were voted on in
various states this past November. These are sensitive issues, balancing the ideals of common good
and individual rights. Choose a social issue and determine whether or not it falls under an
individual’s rights or should it be voted on by the state for the common good. You may want to
include references to the 1%, 4™ 9™ 10", and 14™ Amendments, as well as the Preamble and other
aspects of the Constitution.

Thesis: The issue of should/should not be protected as an individual right
because (of) , ,and

Possible issues:
e Smoking in Public
e Gay Marriage
e Parental Adoption Rights
e Maedicinal Marijuana
e  Public Surveillance
e Choose your own issue for teacher approval

Research Your Project
1. Choose your topic from thesis choices provided
2. Use books, Internet, and data bases (at least four credible sources) to get research note cards
3. Have at least 15 research note cards




PowerPoint Creation

Remember when you are creating your PowerPoint you need to have:

* Plain font that fills the page: Times New Roman, Ariel, Calibri, etc.

* Statements — not whole sentences

* Meaningful sounds and transitions — don’t have things spin around just because, make it
purposeful

* Images — if you use images other than clipart, you must cite them below the picture and also in
an “lmages” slide

* Appropriate colors that complement and contrast — no distracting backgrounds, make sure the
color scheme fits with your theme

* Copyright Information

Below are the slides that you should include:

Introduction — Thesis and position
Background of the issue

How it relates to the Constitution
Evidence (at least two slides)

Conclusion and call to action (or analysis)
Images slide — if applicable
Citations/Sources

Speech Preparation

You will be presenting your information to the class in a three-five minute speech. You should use your
PowerPoint only as a guide and have note cards to use while presenting.
Note card requirements are:

Only notes, not complete sentences

Used as a guide to present, not to be read

Have signals to guide an effective presentation (ie: a picture of an eye for eye contact or a happy
face to remind you to smile)

Numbered in order

This presentation should teach the class about Constitutional issues. Make sure that you are giving
pertinent information and using this as a way to show how much you have learned about researching
and presenting throughout the year.
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Giving a Speech — Helpful Hints

Eye Contact
Maintain eye contact by knowing your speech well enough that you need only occasionally
glance at your notes.
Find a few friendly faces in the audience that react to your message.
Keep eye contact for four to five seconds at a time—then move to someone else.
Stance and Body Movements
Square your feet shoulder —width apart and plant feet flat on ground.
Swaying or too much movement is distracting.
Natural position for arms is relaxed by your sides.
Emphasize strong points by using movements that are deliberate but look natural.
Be aware of habits—keep hands out of pockets, don’t lean against anything, don’t tap with a
pen, and try not to cross arms.
Practice your speech in front of a mirror—try many different ways to find a comfortable
balance of gestures to use in front of an audience.
Facial Expressions
0 Smile— let your audience know you are human and trustworthy—it gives them more
reason to trust your ideas.
Appropriate Dress
0 Good choice of attire helps establish respect with your audience.
Voice Projection
0 Putfeeling and energy into your voice by practicing.
0 Vary the pitch of your speech to convey emotion.
0 Change the speed of your words to dramatize the audience.
0 Use pauses and silences instead of uhs, ums, and you knows.
0 Add vitality to your voice—avoid monotony.
0 Tape your speech and play it back to evaluate.
Audience Involvement
0 Talk to the audience directly (not to your material).
0 Use strong catchy openings, visuals or ask for assistance.
0 Use content of your speech to involve the audience.



Constitutional Presentation Grading Rubric

Category Total Points Points Received
Research 15
e Ontime
e Minimum of 15 research note cards
e On task while researching
Works Consulted (see separate rubric) 15
PowerPoint Slide Requirements 16
e Introduction — Thesis and position
e Background of the issue
e How it relates to the Constitution
e Evidence (at least two slides)
e Conclusion and call to action
e Images slide — if applicable
e C(Citations/Sources
PowerPoint Appearance 10
e Plain font that fills the page
e Statements — not whole sentences
e Meaningful sounds and transitions
e Image requirements
e Colors that compliment and contrast
e No distracting backgrounds
e Copyright information
Speech Note Cards 5
e Only notes, not complete sentences
e Used as a guide to present, not to be read
e Have signals to guide an effective presentation
e Numbered in order
Speech Delivery 15

e Voice - projection, hesitation, expression, rate,
enunciation, language

e Nofillers - um, uh

e Eye contact - sweep, 2-3 second contact with audience

e body language - posture, stance, movement with
purpose only

e Prepared/practiced is evident

e Time 3-5 Minutes

Total

76




Constitutional Presentation Works Consulted Rubric

Name:
Teacher: Before You
Submit, Check
Block:
for:

Title “Works Consulted” (1 point) points _
Centered, spelled correctly e A pe”Od at
Correct upper case letters, not underlined, and bold the end of

Type/size of font (1 point) points each entry
12 or 14 Times New Roman/Arial (including title) * Proper use of

Spacing (1 point) points quotes and
Entire page double-spaced underllnlng
First line of each entry starts at left hand margin and o Alltitles are
second and following lines of entry indented 5 spaces Capltallzed

Alphabetical order (1 point) points accordlng to
Alphabetized by correct first word of each entry rules
Ignoring 'A, An, The' when first word e Works are
Entries are not numbered or lettered alphabetized

Sources (4 points) points by the

Includes at least 4 different sources
Citations
7 5 3 1 0

MLA format has MLA format has MLA format has MLA format has MLA format has

been used been used been used not been used not been used

accurately in all
works

cited/consulted.

NO content or
punctuation
errors.

accurately in most
works
cited/consulted.
Occasional
punctuation
errors. Any
content errors are
insignificant.

accurately in
some of the works
cited/consulted.
Some punctuation
and content
errors.

accurately in most
of the works
cited. There are
many punctuation
errors and
significant
content errors.

accurately in each
of the works
cited/consulted.
Consistent errors
in punctuation
and content.

Total Points:

/15



